June 2017

NEWSLETTER

COMING EVENTS

Midsommar Celebration, June 25, 3 to 6 pm
Carderock Recreation Area Picnic Pavilion, Potomac, MD
The park is reached from the Clara Barton Parkway which parallels the
the Potomac River passing behind the David Taylor Model Basin. See
flyer and driving directions at the end of this newsletter.
PLEASE NOTE THE FOLLOWING CHANGES FROM PREVIOUS
YEARS.
You must bring all your own beverages as none are provided.
You must take away all your own trash. So bring trash bags with
you and to take your trash with you when you leave.
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Day Trip to Sail on the Kalmar Nyckel, Lewes, DE, August 12
Drott Lodge is planning to sponsor an
exciting day trip from the Washington
DC area to experience an open sea
sailing of the Kalmar Nyckel ship out
of Lewes, DE. This reproduction of the
original 17th century vessel which
brought the first Swedish Colonists to
the New Sweden colony of Fort
Christina as well as the first Finnish
settlers to North America is
celebrating its 20th anniversary. The
ship was featured in the recent
documentary, Kalmar Nyckel: The
Forgotten Journey, which debuted at
House of Sweden in February.
The ship will be sailing out of Lewes, DE on Saturday August 12th at 11:00
am. The current plan is for a bus, or possibly car pools, to leave from St.
James' Episcopal Church in Potomac, MD (parking available) at 7:00 am.
There will be a 2.5 hour sailing with voluntary passenger participation and
historical background offered. After the sail, we will have lunch locally, then
have time to visit local attractions. The small Zwaanendael Museum is
dedicated to the history of the 17th Century Dutch colony which later
absorbed New Sweden and features exhibits of colonial seafaring in a
charming old building designed after a Dutch town hall. Alternatively,
downtown Lewes has several small shops and art galleries for browsing
before we leave for the return home. We will arrive in Potomac around 8
pm.
Tickets for the sail will be $60. If we rent a bus, it could add about $30.
Lunch and dinner are not included in the price. Please note that this trip is
still in the planning stage and details are yet to be finalized but we need a
good estimate of how many members wish to go. Members should email
Marit Knollmueller at mknollmueller@yahoo.com or call (917) 482-1899 by
as soon as possible, June 12 at the latest, to sign up. Drott Lodge will be
inviting members of other Nordic organizations and anyone with an
interest in the colonial settlements of the Mid-Atlantic region to join us in
this adventure.
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DROTT EVENTS YOU MAY HAVE MISSED
On May 7th, Drott Lodge held its last meeting of the season before our
summer break. The theme was "Fika: the Swedish Art of Relaxation”. It
featured a cultural presentation by Marit Knollmueller on the history of
coffee in Sweden and the development of the classic "coffee break" which
has become a cultural fixture of Swedish life. As "fika" is a combination of
coffee or other beverage with baked treats, we used this theme to hold a
baking competition as we consider additional offerings for our 2017
Bazaar’s baked goods table and food line.
Sixteen tasty items were presented,
including cakes, tortes, cookies, bars, and
ice cream which were all sampled along
with a cup of coffee and voted on by secret
ballot. While every selection received at
least one vote, the decisive winner was
Sabrina Gren's Cream Cheese Ice Cream
with Strawberries. Sabrina (right) is one of
our newest members and won the first prize
of a Fika Cookbook. The two runners-up
were Julie Olson's classic entry of Swedish
Dream Cookies and Allison Bennett's
Raspberry and Chocolate Bars. Thanks to
all of you who participated by baking or
sharing your memories of "fika" in your
families and Swedish experiences. The
meeting was a resounding success and has
given us much food for thought as we decide what to offer at our 2017
Bazaar in November. All bakers are encouraged to email our cultural
leader, Marit mknollmeller@yahoo.com, your recipes as we work toward
compiling them for a possible second edition of a Drott Lodge cookbook.
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There were so many great
looking items to taste that
evaluating each one was very
difficult. There will be lots of
great recipes to choose from as
we decide what to present at the
Bazaar.
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Drott Lodge No. 168 of Vasa District 9 sponsored its second
Valborgsmässoafton (Walpurgis Night) picnic and bonfire, in
collaboration with SWEA of Washington DC, on Saturday, April 29. This
year’s festivities, held on an unseasonably hot mid-Atlantic day, reminded
us more of midsommar than spring. More than 200 people of all ages
attended, including embassy and congressional staffers as well as
members of the Swedish diaspora living near the nation’s capital. Though
organized by Drott Lodge and the Swedish Women’s Educational
Association (SWEA), participants included members of the American
Scandinavian Association (ASA), the Swedish School (Svenska Skolan),
the Swedish School for Children, and the Swedish American Cultural
Union (SACU). This year also featured traditional folk music played by
members of the Washington Spelmanslag and singing by the Svenska
Sånggruppen headed by Kerstin Hendrickson and Steven Brodd from
Greenbelt, MD.

The festivities were held at a private residence in McLean, VA on a lovely
property with ample picnic areas sheltered by high canopy trees and a
substantial playground for the children. Traditional lawn games like egg
tosses, potato-spoon races, gunny sack races and wooden ski races were
augmented with the added fun of seeing the new chicks in their coop. The
adult fun continued across a footbridge in the area of the bonfire with this
year’s addition of a wood fired pizza oven, for which our hosts generously
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provided dough
and fixings for
participants to
make their own
creations, adding a
cross-cultural
connection with
Italy, just as the
story of St. Lucia
links Sweden to
Italy.

Mr. Göran Lithell, Deputy Chief of Mission, Embassy of Sweden gave the
official “Welcome Spring-Goodbye Winter” focusing on the good feeling
and fellowship of celebrations like Valborgsmässoafton which represent
the best of humanity. He continued with thoughtful acknowledgment of
contemporary suffering, often by refugees, around the world and
Sweden’s own unified resistance to reactionary impulses in the wake of
the recent terrorist attack in Stockholm.
The evening continued with singing of
traditional Swedish songs around the
bonfire followed by the American addition of
roasting marshmallows for s'mores. Drott
Lodge has been generously welcomed
back for next year by our hosts the Purcells,
so you can mark your calendar for April 28,
2018 to welcome in Spring again!
Sebastien, “future graduate of
Chalmers Technical University”,
according to the wishes of his
grandparent’s, Arne and Eva
Dunhem
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OTHER EVENTS
Photo Exhibit: Where the Children Sleep by Magnus Wennman,
until June 4, House of Sweden, a photo exhibit about refugee children in
Europe and the Middle East. This internationally acclaimed exhibition is a
moving series of photographs by Sweden's award-winning photojournalist
about refugee children who fled Syria, leaving everything behind. Curated
by: UNHCR and Fotografiska. Original text: Carina Bergfeldt.

Continuing Exhibition: Stories of Migration - Beyond the
Headlines, March 18-December 10, House of Sweden, an exhibition
aiming to add new perspectives to the story of Sweden and migration
and give new insights into the current situation. Issues will focus on
fleeing and arriving, finding work, learning Swedish, and meeting people.

June 2, Robert Lighthouse, a Swedish blues guitarist performing as
part of the Red Hot Blues & BBQ weekend hosted by Capitalblues.org
annually in the DC area. He and his band will play for dancers from all
over the country. Beginner Lesson: 8 pm, Blues Dance: 9 pm, Bumper
Car Pavilion at Glen Echo Park, 7300 MacArthur Blvd., Glen Echo, MD,
$18

EDITOR’S NOTE
SAVE THE DATE: Drott Welcome Back Dinner and Crayfish
Party, September 10
The next newsletter will be published in August. Please send
your submissions for the September newsletter to editor Linda
Smith by August 20.
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Hosted by DROTT LODGE, VASA ORDER OF AMERICA
with support from
SWEDISH WOMEN’S EDUCATIONAL ASSOCIATION
and THE AMERICAN SCANDINAVIAN ASSOCIATION

Everyone is Invited to the 16th ANNUAL Joint
SWEDISH MIDSOMMAR CELEBRATION

and Potluck Dinner
SUNDAY JUNE 25, 2017
3 p.m. to 6 p.m. - Carderock Picnic Pavilion, MD
Schedule:

Please bring:

3:00 Children Games
(Prizes) and
Maypole Decoration
3:45 Welcome
Remarks
3:50 Maypole
Procession
4:00 Dancing round the
Maypole
4:45 Potluck Dinner
with live music

Bring one dish per the first letter
of your last name (this rotates
each year):
A - H: Salads
I - M: Desserts
N - Z:

Main Dishes

Soft Paper plates, plastic-ware,
and cups are supplied. You
should bring your own refreshments.
Your beer can only be consumed
in cups in the Pavilion.

If you want coffee, bring your own in thermo bottles.

There are games for the children at 3:00 PM.
Bring greens and flowers for the Maypole!
Help decorate and raise the Maypole.
Join in Ring Dances around the Maypole with Live Music
Bring lawn-chairs or a picnic blanket for your comfort
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DIRECTIONS TO CARDEROCK PARK PAVILION
From I-495 in Maryland:
1. Take I-495 West and take Exit 41 toward Carderock/Great Falls.
2. Merge onto the Clara Barton Pkwy and continue 1 mile to the Carderock exit (on the right is the David Taylor Model Basin 9500 MacArthur Blvd., West Bethesda, MD 208I7).
3. Take the Carderock exit and at the stop sign, turn left to cross over the Clara Barton Pkwy. Follow the road until you reach a
second stop sign.
4. Turn right for parking lot "B" and the restrooms. The pavilion is located to the left of this parking lot - follow the path past the
restrooms. Overflow parking is available in Lot “C” to the right.
From I-270:
1. Take I-270 South and keep right to take I-270 Spur South toward I-270/Washington/I-495 /Northern Virginia.
2. I-270 Spur South becomes I-495 South/Capital Beltway.
3. Take Exit 41 toward Carderock/Great Falls.
4. Merge onto the Clara Barton Pkwy and continue 1 mile to the Carderock exit (on the right is the David Taylor Model Basin 9500 MacArthur Blvd., West Bethesda, MD 20817).
5. Take the Carderock exit and at the stop sign, turn left to cross over the Clara Barton Pkwy. Follow the road until you reach a
second stop sign.
6. Turn right for parking lot "B" and the restrooms. The pavilion is located to the left of this parking lot - follow the path past the
restrooms. Overflow parking is available in Lot “C” to the right.
From I-495 in Virginia:
1. Take Exit 41 (Carderock/Glen Echo) from the American Legion Bridge and at the fork, bear left toward Great Falls/
Carderock.
2. Merge onto the Clara Barton Pkwy and continue 1 mile to the Carderock exit (on the right is the David Taylor Model Basin 9500 MacArthur Blvd., West Bethesda, MD 208I7).
3. Take the Carderock exit and at the stop sign, turn left to cross over the Clara Barton Pkwy. Follow the road until you reach a
second stop sign.
4. Turn right for parking lot "B" and the restrooms. The pavilion is located to the left of this parking lot - follow the path past the
rest-rooms. Overflow parking is available in Lot “C” to the right.
From Washington (Georgetown):
1. From the intersection of "M" Street and Key Bridge, go west for approximately .5 miles and bear left onto Canal Road.
2. Stay straight on Canal Road which turns into the Clara Barton Pkwy and follow the Clara Barton Pkwy for approximately 9
miles to the Carderock exit (on the right is the David Taylor Model Ba-sin - 9500 MacArthur Blvd., West Bethesda, MD 208I7).
3. Take the Carderock exit and at the stop sign, turn left to cross over the Clara Barton Pkwy. Follow the road until you reach a
second stop sign.
4. Turn right for parking lot "B" and the restrooms. The pavilion is located to the left of this parking lot - follow the path past the
rest-rooms. Overflow parking is available in Lot “C” to the right.
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